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: HUGHES (contd) 
the nusber of man-hours it takes 
to grow a full beard? 


No one answers bin. Reeves bas closed his eyes unhappily, 
Giceen dig still looking worriedly out inte the mpi dg 


CLIPTON 
He's not really a well san, you know, 


asta jogged nearly af atrong as he thinks 
@ LB «ne 


EIT, COMPOUND = shooting towards Saito's house. Except for 
the Colonel god the two seotries on the Veranda, it is 
deserted under the savage sun. The Colonel gees steadily 
coward the house, coving with an easy, unhurried stride as 
if be were on bis way to his own office. The Santries 

sea the Colonel approaching. One of thes turns and goes 
inside. The Colonel continues towards the house. Ee 
reackes it, mounts the steps. As he reaches the porch, 
the Sentry comes out. Rifle at ready, he blocks sha 
doorway. The Colonel stops. 


a SENTRY 
Eiri! Eiri! (salute) 


Eesping hia temper, the Colonel salutes his. ‘The Sentry 
Grins, and stands aside. The Colonel Goes inside. 


IWT. S&ITO'S OFFICE = DAY. Saito is sitting behind his desk, 
apparently immersed in the papers before hin. Beside bis 

@ scrawny little Lieutenant of engineers with glasses, MUTRA, 
ig standing at attention. 


Coming in, the Colonel mows at once that these poses are 
for bis benefit. He continues to Seito'e desk, salutes 
Smartly and waits. Head down over his papers, Saito ignores 
His. The Colonel waits patiently. Suddenly the silence 
46 broken by Miura's etesach, rumbling. Miura is terribly 
eebarragsed, Saito is furious. Controlling bis anger, be 
Straightens now and looks up at Colonel Nicholson 

yee OF Nevertheless, he bas lost she initiative, 

: kao TS bie 


NICHOLSON 

Good afternoon, Colonel Saito. 
Geite turns and looks questi ly at Miura. Miura stare 
tO speak, but the Colonel cute hin off. 


HICHOISoH : 
Colonel, I's qui nvinced that you do 
peak Bigiish, asd {see no point in cOD~ 


epe 
dusting | interview through an interpreter. 
Roweres, I's perfectly bapny te have Lisutesast 


Miura Present as a wi 
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2 
Inf. OFFICERS' HUT - NIGHT. They are all asleep, Cin 
sores close on Colonel Wicholson. Be is skeen: nha ge 
and peacefully. i seeping calnly 


INT. SAITO'S OFFICE - NIGHT. Saito is alone, silent 
ragingly drunk. He finishes the glass before ft 
for the bottle, seen it ia expty. He is about to throw 4+ 
through a window, when he thinks better of it and instead 
throws it into a corner. He rises and weaves to o locked 
cupboard, fumbles with his keys, opens it, and reveals a fine 
horde of assorted spirits. Selecting a bottle, he locks the 
qupboard carefully, and moves unsteadily back to the table. 

. the bottle, he pours, atops, pours agein, filling the 
glass to ite bric. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


EIT. PARADE GROUND - EWA CAMP - DAWN. & British Bugler 

is bi agsenbly. In response to the call, Prisoners in 
working kits begin to emerge from the barracks. They are 
unshaven, scruffy-looking, skinny. The morning air is cold, 
and they feel it. Officers emerge fron their buts, in 
uniform. Colonel Nicholson, fcllowad by Hughes and Reeves 
cone out of their but. 


INT. HOSPITAL = Clipton, sleepy-eyed and with his look of 
chronic worry, is soving down the aisle between the two long 
Platlorae on which the hospital patients lie. He is accoz= 
Penied by his Medical Orderly, WEAVER. Both platforms are 
Crowded with mon lying close to each other, some covered with 
thin blankets, others expoged to the chill air. All the sen 
isok sper | thin. Some are fitfully gente others are 
awake but unwilling to atir. Quteide the hospital, the sen 
in the parade ground can be seen, and the VOICES of the non- 
comsissioned officers can be heard, falling the sex in. ‘There 
ig the SOUND of trucks approaching the hospital, and Clipton 
Surae curiously to look out. 


oh PARADE GROUND. Officers and Men are now ay astestica) 
& ils ooking ef in t irection oz i apps o trucks 
Fron the Japanese Sompound, a score of Ja aheee soldiers wi 


Livny lhe are approaching at a trot, followed by teo work 


GROUP: SHOT. Colonel Nicholson, standing before his Officers, 
Watches, purzled. 


EXT. PARADE GROUND. ‘The oncoming Japanese soldiers trot 
into the enclosure and come to a bals, Sey eee ee 
rifles « Eheirs fhe. Ovo Sxusks, come. 255 Fios's 


The cab doors open, and several each. 
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49. I 
229- Tar 
rear You stay here, nobody know. Okay? 
(cont. Fe : 


Okay. 
Shears and Joyce are looking curiously at the old woman, 


Hi, Ma? 


Know he is addressing her, she flicks his a look, 3 
on salsa in silent contempt. SOK, WAC gee 


Yai turns now, goes to a corner of the room and, with great 
agility, apparently clisbs straight up the wall. Cleats of 
bamboo have been fixed to the bamboo of the walls thenselves 
ard these, almost invisible and camouflaged by their background, 
form a series of footholds that lead up to the low ceiling, 


Reaching the ceiling, he shoves against it, and a seall section 


of it in the corner gives way. He snekes through the open trap, 
and disappears, 


ohears, Warden and Joyce have been watching hic, 


From the open trap, a rope ladder comes down. Yai's head 
appears in the opening, and he motions thes up. 


The three men look at each other, then move toward the ladder, 


Shears goes up first, pausing only to touch and admire the lower 
cleats in the wall, 


232, INT. LOFT - NIGHT, Between the false ceiling and the actual 
gioping roof a large room has been formed, it is bare except 
for three sleeping mats, and dark now except for the apa eee 
below. Yai gives Shears a helping hand, and he comes ‘hr he 
Stocping at firat under the sloping root , he moves towary Warden 
contre of the room, where he can straighten, Behind secu around 
and Joyce come up through the trap. hey join his, io oa 
Yai sali os anxiously, waiting for their reaction. 


WARDEN 
Tou smuggle a litcle bit, now and then? 


YAI 
(beet } 
Little bit, Luccie bit... 
Shears turns to the hangs and starts to li are 
the SOUND OF VOICES - apaness, froz outsides hs aed 
one freezen. In the quick look . ara shoot 


there is sudden suspicion of treachery. Joyee ed, Tad 
ores euiekiy to a eaanckate nm the roof, *follow. 


>. mer. os = «A platogn of Jap Soldiers, ted by ® al 
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fer he wountes Jap, ‘a sees a drop of eased the 2 . 
appears 


2543; EXT. BANK, Yai, the Old Man and the Bo 


y are staring down i 
the bodies of the J aps, Warden turns away, nods te Joye 


‘Starts back —- one trail. Joyce hurries after him, pba Poe 
with reaction, The CAMERA goes with thea, They go inte the 


343, EXT. BRUSH - as Warden and Joyce search for hears, They come 
=i tpon hin sudden and see his bending over body of the 


‘wounded ae soldier, his knife out of its adabbard, His hand 
comes up and then the blade flashes down. 


| 
sige =~ JOYCE = staring at Shears, o. : 


ii cine te anon 
bubb an, then silence. ce on, 
tad and pawnlted: : a 
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I'm mores Freddie, eer, z fuse can't help ’ 


nee * it to mete mod geniuses, " 
ey're ae rr de + 
- tee S chte Pie nae i 


Teeth chattering Warden is looking at hin daaeaay: ‘Shears 


is gesp. Auatge laughter, Still lau , he starts to walk 
ina oire! sf 5a aieeaae and wobt in "tettation of bent 
' old age, Suppo on an ary cane, 
DISSOLVE TO: 


553. EXT. BRUSH - JUNGLE - DAT, Shoars ond the Boy aro hidden 
in the aaa hunting. The Boy ia bl Shears! bamboo 


whistle they have Baas been at it a long tine, 
The acy tists Ggain, They wai rH oe 


55, EXT. JUNGLE ~ from their point of view. There {3 nothing 
in Sight. 


555. Ext. BRUSH. Tho Boy blows again, Nothing happens. 
: shoars gives it up, disgus 


acre patie 
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‘CLOSEUP « THE GIRL ON SATTO'S- CALENDAR. The ae 
date is October 17th. , _ y 


DISSOLVE To: 


‘572, j§EXT. STESP HILLSIQE - DAY. The party is struggl: 
Tre tererd the ttow of the hail, ee 


$73. j|§EIT. RIDGE - which will be known heroafter as the 
Observation ees or 0.P, Shears crawls up onto 
the ridge, followed aed Joyco, Warden and tho others, 
ae spraw) and kneel where they are, all of thom too 


almost to eee 
They "race thomselvos to eae feet, and go ee 


7 of tho ridga, pEey 2 poke out and down, and 
core like prospectors who have at long last found El 


Dorado, their faces are frozen into grimaces of surprise, 
recogni tion, ancredulity and triumph. 


57k. MED, LONG SHOT . BIT. KWAI RIVER = from their point of 


view. Below thom, dominating the shot, the bridge proudly 
Spans the river from bank to bank, Obviously it is all 
but finishod 


d the t of riche Yehe it except 
for ee sie in tho £ fig. gloans in the ne Sunlight nae 
tiny i tance, arc 6 vor its ’ 
but are track and 
Ss Baaeene arene the last so na of applying 


yl 
sigs Sal, OP, . oT. down at the 
7h Bi. ou se, seen i sain dm 





DISSOLVE TO: 





‘ET crs: Joyee, warden and Tai are at the edges 

of ; e iecking come toward the river. Boside 

then, the Sorter hese becn set up, and mortar 

laid out. In the bre b.g. we soe that camp has been mado, 
Siamese are rest The sound of the river’ 


on rking alow can ba heard, and will be 
Reseda shesugne us ut tha sceno, 


WARDEN 
It's not going to be easy, 


SHEARS 
Nothing's beon easy since we started, 
Why should it bo difforent now? 


there'd be no gto it, We could use 
( and 


miles 
when the baloon went up. But at nine in 
- and thore's bound to be an 


the mo 
inspection - we have a problexa of concealment 
plus timing, 


This m ea anius if he wasn't 
rs bo a genius if he. 
too seetaligent.. : 
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ihe ore ee fs eT a be " of} ea 
Everyone in the party is working on the raft ae 


59h, 








equipment and explosives are stac 


EXT. PARADE GROUND = NIGHT - th 
Prisoners have mode a maLeiSire x 0 howet ie yrae 


far away, olso at the front, are the anbulate y eick 
an canes On stage, Two Prisoners, sade up ee k 


Ona of the Dancers tends to tri 
Shiatsu tigiags =O 


EiT. SAITD'S OFFICE - NIGHT. He is hosting a dinner _ 
perty tee his Officers, including heures ane they are all 


ye 


DIsSOLVs TO 
It | 


lunger lashed < 
ese who stand — 






rine to Shears sod pote out hia A 
ieee ten’? 











‘EXT. JUNGLE - from their point of view. With the Old Man 
in the lead, rag ch away toward the thicker brush, 
Ladda turns and looks back, 


601, CLOSE SHOT - JOYCE ~ as he seos her. 


02, LOMG SHOT. Ladda turns and goes on with the others, 
| they disappear into the brush, 


3, “GROUP SHOT - the four men. The others have net been 
unaware of the last exchange between Joyce and 
i veh anything. They turn and start back coward 


60L, EXT. hg pe Naar ce Mice a ar 
a it to the edge of the bank. 





Ex. j IVER. It races turtulently past the ateep banit. 


615, 


EXT. RIVER - on tho raft, hurtling in the direction 


CLOSE - on the tree its crooked branches | 
‘Seeming to reach bare est a ee 


acre ae 
a Be 2 wom r. ’ 
ite t ‘brat io +) 





of the tree, v4 


THE RAFT - as the men s@o the tree-trunk ahead, and are 
helpless, - 


EXT. RIVER - as the current Powis the trunk awa ss the 
undergrowth just before the reft collides with The 
huge tree floats away, A cross-current carrics eka raft 
gradually towerd the opposite bank, 


FULL SHOT «= EXT. RIVER. The raft is being carried 
swiftly downstream, In the foreground, we see the 
meine ctu of the original Sites ridge, The river races. 


EXT, RIVER - the t awittl the 
tiles, The distance “parrens.” Warder Pal: aneae Shears, at the 





sm of sm «she es mrt ‘pid-river. 











He pauses, at loss for words, bi 
The men look up at him, waiting. : 


Ido thank you. You've done & magnifi 
pleco of work, .. pee 


The men are listening to hin, 
Clipton is looking up toward hin sardonically, 


NICHOLSON 
And now that it's over, I imagine thas 


rere of you must be feeling somewhat 
doy 4 


ne that! and bl = 
t's a © naturel reastion 5 palsnee si 


Loomis and Gro mn are listening. 
Hughes listen = - 


Clipton, Reev s and 
Baker and Barnett are listening intently. 
NICHOLSON 


to: our homes. oe go to bextra very 
a ef what ice be ie 


an. exanple to avery one of our 
a vilian 


eaonarnae: | 
alike. You wey. ah realise 
corral tea 














fees ', BRIDGE. The other Japanese Soldiers are are pretending to 
662 _ 1 the Men on the Rail into the water. ‘They are weak with 
er. 


es. he » UNDERSIDE OF BRIDGE.  Ghears ie still sressad with 
ote @ Weakness apasons the piling, Mow puts bis band 
My eget igen So egueeze bis jaw muscles into control 
ingers. There is the SOUND of the Jap on the rail 
oeraae onto the br oper, more laughter and shouts 
Spanése, and then ons ockp of footsteps turning back toward 
SG5p side. Warden, Joyce and Yai wait it out. Fors of 
then can see Shears. The footsteps stop suddenly. They react. 


666. EIT. BRIDGE. The Four Japs are leaning over the rail, spitting 
an%0 the water. They =m out of saliva and tire of the gaze. 
They go on toward the bank on the camp side. 


- =. UNDERSIDE OF BRIDGE. as the footsteps and voices of the 
Japanese grow fainter and fingll- fade in the distacce, Warden, 
” Joyce oo ene Tad Sa se Binet. 708s Feces = £. back 
forehead and tece “3 aed Ehed 28. perepizarion: Ee sakes « 
2c end to 





+ Sie paypal 


677. EXT. RIDGE - WIGHT. Joyce and Warden ris 
ee "Eich ike dotesaiao Fee He is lisp, helples 


; é 





EIT. OBSERVATION Post - ka sey cons 40 it. They st suddenly, 
678. startled as they see something o.s. 


‘679. MED. CLOSE SHOT = LADDA = sitting on the ground. 


680. MED. SHOT - JOYCE, SHEARS aND WARDE - as Joyce acd Warden 
_ Tesect, then continues forward with Shears. CaMERs GOES with 


5 then. They put Shears down gently. Warden tries to sake bin 
: comfortable. a Tasce turns to get some blankete, 


Ane ANGIE = as Joyce starts to collect blankets from the 
pele of packs. Ladda comes silently forward to belp bine 


Che. SHEARS snp WARDEN. Shears opens his eyea, focuses on Warden. 
He manages a tired grin. 


The geni right, aft sil 
Lae were er fee eo 
i ioused it up, Sido Sate ts 


WARDEN 
a, beee wiskout yo Sa oteamemt teat Po 
bere without 
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arou taem: er pulioee oe uss og on ber baer 
ber for ber own warmth. She lies the 


re 
close. aruie, Sue, Lioe. shares” 
to subside. He sleeps. 





698. te tans + LONG SHOT = THE BRIDGE = stret 


as throughout the night, the SOUND of the 
can be eho over the ghot 


6 the river. 
iftly-£1 lowing xi ver 


DISSOLVE TO: 


699. HIGH MED. LONG SHOT - DAWN - THE BRIDGE. The rising sun ds 
Lah i on the surface of the water. The river is cals. 


st tine, the sound of ita passaze is gone, The river. 
ae silent, placid, almost sluggish. 


700. EXT. RIVER BANE - WATER'S EDGE - on the observation post side. 
ae viver laps gently at the benk, Bor it ig obvious that it. 
bas fallen at least a foot d the sight. Moree? PANS away 


from the bank and eosces the surface of neat e piles. ae falh river 
toward the Lagrase end then MOVES close to th 
of oe siver eae oan be pay soen by the raver-sankings 22 


the 1a to the centre othe | 
ridge, wcorect A asl ren dh the surface, the | can be 


nly Been, vague shapes under under the water. fives PANS across 
si surface aguin until the island comes into view. There is 
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